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MORNING  AND  EVENING 

AMUSEMENTS, 

A  AT 

MERLfM’s 

MECHANICAL  MUSEUM , 
No.  11,  PRINCES  STREET, 

*  HANOVER  SQUARE.  * 

Admiffion  every  Day  during  the  whole 
Year  (Sundays  excepted)  from  Eleven 
till  Three  o’clock, 

AT  HALF-A-CROWN, 

And  clofe  at  Four; 

And  in  the  Evening,  from  Seven  till 
Nine  o’Clock, 

AT  THREE  SHILLINGS, 

And  clofe  at  Ten. 


LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN,  who  ho¬ 
nour  Mr.  MERLIN  with  their  Com¬ 
pany,  may  be  accommodated  with 
TEA  and  COFFEE, 

ATONE  SHILLING  EACH. 


Wrote  by  a  LADY  on  feeing  Mr.  MERLIN'S  Exhibition, 
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To  the  favourite  of  Genius  you  furely  fhould  raife, 
A  tribute  of  lafting  and  glorious  praife. 


MERLIN,  ever  anxious  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  amufement  of  a 
generous  Public,  who  has  patro- 


nifed  his-  endeavours  upwards  of 


Forty  Years,  begs  to  acquaint  them 
that  he  has  now  finifhed,  and  added 
to  his  Mufeum,  a  WONDERFUL 
-  MAGICAL  ILLUSION,  confift- 
fng  of  a  great  variety  of  animated 
Figures,  which  in  defign  and  effe& 
far  furpafTes  any  thing  of  the  kind 
ever  before  exhibited. 

To  be  feen  at  2  at  Noon,  and  8' 
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C  ATALOG  UE. 


No.  i.  A  New  and  Carious  con- 
ftrufted  Balance,  which  will  weigh 
100  Perrons  in  15  Minutes  without 
Weights,  336  lbs. 

2.  A  New  Invented  REGU¬ 
LATOR,  with  a  fhort  Pendulum, 
which  being  placed  over  the  Door 
of  any  Room  winds  itfelf  up  by  the 
Opening  of  the  Door,  and  will  go 
correct  for  a  Number  of  Years,  and 
not  liable  to  be  out  of  order.  It 
fhows  the  Minutes,  Quarters,  and 
Hours,  by  one  hand  only.  The 
Crown  Wheel  goes  once  round  in 
a  Minute,  and  fhows  Seconds,  and 
half  Seconds. 

3.  A  New  Invented  curi¬ 
ous  CLOCK,  which  has  neither 
Springs,  Weights,  or  Wheels,  and 
tells  the  Hour  and  Minutes  with 


(  6  ) 

«N£  hand  only,  by  the  attrac¬ 
tion  and  repulfion  of  three  Magnets. 

4.  Merlin’s  Bird  Cage  for  Ladies, 

5.  The  Hydraulic  Vafe. 

6.  The  Grand  Band  of  Mufic. 

7.  The  Morpheus  and  Gouty- 
Chair  is  intended  for  the  in¬ 
firm,  to  wheel  themfelves  trom 
room  to  room,  with  tne  greateft 
eafe;  affording  both  exercife  and 
amufement.  It  has  a  cradle,  on 
which  the  legs  may  be  placed  in 
different  pofitions,  and  alio  a  fmall 
table  to  read  and  write  at,  or  take 
refrefhment  off.  The  back  of  the 
Mo  rpheus-Chair  is  made  to  fall 
down,  at  pleafure,  fo  as  to  form  a 
Bed  or  Couch,  for  the  repofe  of 
thofe  who  have  occafion  to  ufe  it. 

8.  The  Air-Gun, 

9.  The  Library-Table. 
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10.  The  Mechanical  Garden, 
wherein  may  be  viewed  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen  riding  on  horfe-back, 
Ponds  with  gold  and  lilver  filht 
Fountains,  and  fever?.]  beautiful 
Temples  and  Pine-apples  in  jewel- 
work. 

11.  The  Tea-Table  enables  a 
Lady  to  fill  a  dozen  tea-cups,  with¬ 
out  ufing  her  hands, 

12.  Sanctorius’s  Balance, 
which  will  give  the  weight  and 
llature  of  any  perfon  who  Hands  on 
it.  It  will  weigh  from  4  oz.  to 
6oolb.  and  is  fo  conftru&ed,  as 
that  one  lb.  put  into  the  fcale,  is 
equal  to  112  lb.  placed  on  the  plat¬ 
form. 

13.  The  Circus  of  Cufiid  is  a  re- 
preientation  of  a  pieceof  Hill-water, 
en  which  are  feen  moving  inregu- 
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lar  progrefiion,  a  Fisherman  in 
a  boat,  an  elegant  figure  of  For. 
tune  Handing  on  a  movingwheel, 
two  Flying  Doves  which  draw  a 
beautiful  Venus  fitting  in  a  (hell, 
a  Swan,  a  Flying-Fish,  and  a 
Cun  d  with  bow  and  arrows.  The 
latter,  at  the  word  of  command, 
fhoots  at  any  of  the  Ladies;  or  at  a 
flaming  heart  fixed  on  an  Altar, 
which  Hands  by  the  fide  of  the 
water. 

14.  A  Mechanical  CruifingFR  1- 
gate,  rigged  in  the  moH  perfedt 
manner,  failing,  by  means  of  clock¬ 
work,  on  a  curious  representation 
of  artificial  water. 

15.  The  Temple  of  Flora,  in 
which  there  is  a  number  of  beau¬ 
tiful  Cafcades,  leveral  Butterflies 
Sporting  upon  flowers,  Windmills 
in  motion,  &c.  &c. 
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16.  The  Model  of  Merlin’s  Cave. 

17.  The  Juggler  playing  with 
Cups  and  Balls. 

18.  The  large  double  Efcarpo- 
lette. 

19.  The  fmall  double  Efcarpo- 
lette. 

20. -  The  Card  Machine. 

-  21.  The  Gambling  Machine. 

22.  A  Barrel-Harpfichordi 

23.  The  Whilpering  Bulls. 

24.  The  Stone-Eater. 

25.  The  Vocal  Harp,  is  the 
body  of  a  Welch  Harp,  itrung  with 
catgut,  and  laid  on  one  fide;  form¬ 
ing  an  inilrument  fomewhat  firai- 
lar  to  a  Harpfichord.  It  has  a  re¬ 
gular  fet  of  keys,  by  playing  on 
which  the  moll  melodious  and 
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pleating  founds  may  be  obtained, 
alternately  refembling  Violins,  Vi¬ 
oloncellos,  Tenors,  Ffageolets,  Eo- 
lian  Harps,  and  a  full  Organ. 

26.  The  Fire-Screen. 

27.  The.HYGEiAN  Air-Pump 
draws  foul  air  out  oi  Ships,  Hof- 
pitals,  Bed-clothes,  &c.  &c.  and 
fupplics  them  with  that  which  is 
frelh,  warm,  or  pofleffes  a  medici¬ 
nal  virtue. 

28.  The  Aerial  Cavalcade. 

29.  An  Artificial  Bat 
which  flies  in  the  Cupola. 

30.  A  Large  Invariable  TIME¬ 
KEEPER,  in  the  fhape  of  a 
WATCH,  three  feet  diameter, 
now  fufpended  in  his  Museum. 
IT  BEATS  DEAD  SECONDS  with 

a  Ihort  pendulum. 
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NEW  ROOM. 

31.  A  Double  Efcarpolette. 

32.  The  Patent  Piano-Forts 
Harpsichord,  with  Trumpets 
and  Kettle-drums. 

33.  A  Curious  Hand-Organ. 

34.  A  curious  Mufic  Stand. 

35.  A  Curious  B  a  lanc  e,  which 
{hews  to  any  Lady  or  Gentleman 
v/ho  fits  upon  it  but  a  Ihort  time, 
their  Gradual Dccreafein  Weight. 

36.  A  Barrel-Organ,  which 
plays  twelve  tunes  by  clock-work. 

37.  The  Hygeian  Chair. 

38.  A  Reflecting  Mirror, 
which  operates  in  a  ftyle  entirely 
new,  and  mult  caufe  a  rifibi- 
lity  in  the  countenance  of  every 
fpettator,  from  the  variety  it  dis¬ 
plays  in  the  transfiguration  of  the 
human  face. 
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TO  MR.  MERLIN. 

Sir., 

S  enjoy  fuck  comfort  and  conve¬ 
nience  in  the  ufe  of  the  Chair  you 
-have  fupplied  me  with,  that  I  hold 
tuyftlj  bound  in  duty  to  acknowledge 
vi y  flare  oj  the  public  obligation  to 
you,  for  an  invention  where  the 
performance  fo  far  exceeds  the  ex¬ 
pectation.  I  fall  have  the  pleafure 
to  wait  on  you ,  with  a  friend  or 
two,  as  foon  as  J  recover  the  frength 
which  a  fnart  fit  of  the  gout  has 
for  the  prefent  impaired ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  beg  the  favour  of  you  to 
accept  a  few  rhymes }  not  only  fug - 


(  ) 

gefled  by  your  Chair ,  but  written  irt 
it,  and  coming  from  fenfations  as 
warm  at  my  heart  as  the  difeafe  was 
in  any  joint  about  me.  lam ,  Sir, 
Your  obliged  humble  Servant . 

YOU  who  on  Fortune’s  rough 
high-way, 

Which  all  are  doom’d  to  whirl 
in, 

For  gouty  feet  would  take  a  feat, 

Apply  to  Mailer  Merlin. 

Tho’  coronets,  fringe,  and  velvet, 
deck 

The  chair  that  holds  an  Earl  in, 

At  gout’s  firll  touch  he’d  chan 
ten  fuch 

For  one  of  Mailer  Merlin 
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The  Beau  mull  have  a  powdering 
chair 

To  frizz,  toupee,  or  curl  in  j— 
Let  him  be  fine,  while  cafe  is  mine 
In  chair  of  Matter  Merlin. 

Some  hire  an  holiday-chaife  and 
one, 

To  cram  man,  wife,  boy,  girl  in ; 
I  neither  ftced  nor  company  need 
In  chair  of  Matter  Merlin. 

Talk  not  of  Eaftern  caravans, 

With  filk,  fpice.  gold  or  pcatl  in, 

Life  knows  no  gain,  like  reft  from 
pain 

In  chair  of  Matter  Merlin. 

You  travel,  at  your  driver’s  will, 
In  dilly,  hack,  or  berlin; 


(  *5  ) 

I  choofe  my  ground,  back,  for¬ 
ward,  round, 

In  chair  of  Matter  Merlin. 

The  fplendid  carriage  oft  admit* 

A  proud,  felf-ceilter’d  churl  in ; 

I  with  mankind  the  joy  I  find 
In  chairof  Matter  Merlin. 

Your  very  wheels  a  tax  mutt  pa} 

If  public  ioad  they  twirl  in 
I  wifh  mankind  the  joy  I  find 
In  chairof  Matter  Merlin. 

Fancy,  meanwhile,  enjoys  full 
fcope 

Her  ampleft  fails  t’unfurl  in  ; 

But  three  yard’s  race  is  ample 
{pace 

In  chair  of  Matter  Merlin. 
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To  fafts  fo  felt,  toes,  ancles,  knee3, 

Their  confcious  fuflrage  hurl  in, 

And  truth  encores,  from  thoufand 
pores, 

O  bravo !  Mailer  Merlin  ! 


55>>— 


HYGiEIA’S  CHOICE. 

A  POEM. 

HYGiEIA,  goddefs!  lovely  fair! 

With  wreathing  fmile  and  auburn 
hair, 

With  cheek  that  mocks  the  rofe’s 
hue, 

With  lips  empearl’d  with  balmy 
dew, 

With  breath  exhaling  odours  round, 

And  vig’rous  nerves  that  freely 
bound ; 
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Thee  I  have  fought  and  follow’d 
long, 

Thro’ proud  Augufta’s  bufy  throng; 

Each  ftreet  explor’d  and  ev’iy  fane, 

Where  pleafure  leads  her  laughing 
train  ; 

The  feftive  board,  the  fportive  ball, 

The  gay  parterre,  the  crowded  hall, 

The  park,  the  op’ra,  concert,  play, 

Each  lov’d  aflemblage  of  the  gay; 

Thro*  ev’ry  haunt  where  fafhion 
roves, 

Thro’  each  retreat  her  vot’ry  loves. 

Thee  too  I’ve  fought  at  early  dawn, 

On  heath,  and  mead,  and  verdant 
lawn  ; 

I’ve  wander’d  to  the  woods  among, 

Where  Philomela  pour’d  her  fong, 


(  *8  ) 

And  by  the  gently  flowing  dream, 

Have  view’d  the  moon’s  reflected 
beam, 

And  by  the  taper’s  fober  light, 

With  looks  confum’d  the  waining 
night ; 

Yet  Hill,  ungrateful,  lovely  fair, 

Still,  Hill,  you  fled  my  utmoflcare. 

At  length  I’ve  found  thy  fly  retreat, 

Where  you  with  Merlin  hold 
your  feat ; 

Then  with  each  blefling  in  thy  train, 

There,  goddefs,  fix  thy  conftant 
reign, 

While  1  to  all  admirers  tell, 

That  health  prefides  at  Merlin’s 
Cell, 


(  *9  ) 


AT  Merlin’s  you  meet  with  delight, 
His  Clock  of  magnetical  pow’r, 
Keeps  motion  by  day  and  by  night, 

By  one  hand  tells  the  minute  and 
hour. 

His  Hydraulic  Vafe  {hews  his  (kill, 
He  water  can  raife  at  his  pleafure; 
His  grand  band  of  Mufic  his  will, 

To  confine  you  to  eafe  without 
meafurei 

The  Mufical  Cabinet  fhews, 

His  wonderful  fkill  how  to  pleafe; 
Four  people  it  always  allows, 

To  fit  down  and  play  at  their  eafe. 
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His  Morpheus  Chair  for  the  gout, 
Gives  eai'e  to  the  lame  and  infirm  ; 

His  Air-Gun  makes  balls  fly  about, 
When  (hot  by  the  gentle  or  ftern. 

His  Library-Table  likewife, 

To  the  ftudent  much  pleafure  affords ; 
And  gives  eafe  to  the  aged  and  wife, 
When  reading  or  writing  of  words. 

His  Mechanical  Garden  delights, 
Every  one  who’s  fo  happy  to  view  ; 
Tho’  it’s  fliown  them  on  feveral  nights, 
It  pleafes  as  much  as  when  new. 

The  Tea-Table  next  comes  in  fight, 
With  fuch  wonderful  pow’r  to  pleafe. 
That  ladies  by  day  or  by  night, 

May  fit  down  and  fill  at  their  eaic. 
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The  Balance  San&orius  they  call, 

Will  (hew  you  your  weight  in  a  trice  • 

WTill  meafure  your  height  great  or 
fmall, 

And  to  meafurement  comes  very  nice. 

The  Circus-of  Cupid  mull  pleafe, 
Mull  elate  every  young  female  heart ; 
But  he  fometimesdeprivesthem  of  eafe, 

If  too  deep  in  their  hearts  (hoots  his 
darts. 

The  Fifherman  rows  in  his  boat ; 

The  Goddefs  of  Fortune  appears ; 

He  drefs’d  in  his  nautical  coat, 

She  fix’d  on  the  circle  of  years. 

The  Goddefs  of  Love  now  appears, 

In  her  favourite  car  drawn  by  doves; 
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Her  hair  flowing  loofe,  fhe  appears 
As  May,  the  kind  mother  of  loves. 

The  Swan  proudly  fwims  on  the 
waves ; 

The  Flying-Filh  wafts  in  the  air; 

The  Frigate  the  elements  braves, 

Her  malls  and  her  fails  always  fair. 

The  Temple  of  Flora  bellows, 

A  propped  of  plenty  and  peace; 

The  Butterfly  fportingly  goes, 

From  flower  to  flower  with  cafe. 

0 

The  Windmills  their  motions  difplay, 
They  delight  every  eye  &  each  heart ; 
They  excel  all  the  blofloms  in  May, 
When  the  chaff  from  the  w’hcat  d «ee 
depart. 


(  23  ) 

There  is  Merlin’s  fam’d  plan  brought 
you  forth, 

Of  a  Cave  he  propofes  to  all ; 

The  Model  has  given  him  birth, 

That  now  on  your  feelings  he’ll  call, 

To  fubfcribetohis  Cave,  when  you  fee 

The  improvements  he  means  to  pro¬ 
duce  ; 

For  the  joy  and  delight,  of  all  free 

From  the  weight  of  the  pomegranate 
j  uice, 

Wheninballroomsyou’llrevelat  eafe, 

There’s  mufic  to  cherifh  the  foul; 

Y ou  may  dance,  or  may  fit  at  your  eafe, 

Nor  e’er  want  the  full  flowing  bow]. 

You  may  fpeak  from  each  end  of  the 
room, 

Nor  be  heard  by  the  company  by  ; 
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And  converfe  with  each  friend  that 
Ihould  come, 

Nor  any  one  give  you  the  lie. 

There’s  a  J  uggler  fo  wife  as  to  know 

Which  hand  fhall  contain  the  round 
ball, 

And  he  frequently  lets  you  down  low, 

When  you  find  you  have  made  a  wrong 
call. 

There’s  the  Swings  where  you’ll  find 
exercife, 

At  once  will  reftore  you  to  health  ; 

And  if  you’re  both  prudent  and  wife, 

No  longer  you’ll  value  your  wealth. 

If  you  wifh  to  amufe  at  the  Game, 

And  Whift  is  your  favourite  play, 

The  cards  tho’  you’re  blind  you  may 
name, 

If  you’ll  follow  the  rules  and  obey. 
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You  may  gamble  at  even  and  odd, 

And  never  be  fure  you  (ball  win  ; 

You  may  run  o’er  the  ground  you 
had  trod, 

And  yet  meetwith  a  double  take-in. 

There’s  a  Harpfichord  next  you  will 
view, 

An  Organ  it  keeps ;  by  the  hand  ! 
(You’llcertainly  think itquite  new,) 
You  can  play  feven  tunes  in  a  band. 

There’s  another  12  tunes  you  will  find, 
By  clock-work  continually  plays  ; 
And  amufe  both  body  and  mind, 

And  enraptures  the  poetic  lays. 

There’s  the  Turk,  who  eats  all  he  can 

get, 

Of  hones  when  put  into  his  mouth, 
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He’s  a  figure  you’ll  rarely  forget, 

Tho’  remov’d  from  the  north  to  the 
fouth. 

The  renowned  Welch-harp  you  will 
find. 

On  one  fide,  laid  to  play  on  with 
pleafure ; 

Without  boalling  of  knowledge  of 
mind, 

Y  ou’  11  always  be  fure  of  true  meafure : 

Five  inftruments  always  in  tune, 

It’s  a  fight  you  can’t  always  furvey ; 

Compofcd  in  one  inftrument’s  une, 

All  of  which  one  Muficiancan  play. 

The  Fire-fcreen  next  may  be  feen, 

Wherereadingand  writing  you’ll  do; 

The  Bedftead  and  Couch  too  is  e’en, 

A  fnug  place  of  reft,  when  vour  due. 
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The  Pump  with  the  Hygean  aid, 

Draws  foul  air  from  the  houfe  or  the 
fhip  ; 

Keeps  your  rooms  always  free,  nor 
afraid 

Are  you  ever  on  dangers  to  flip. 

There’s  four  Horfes!  you’ll  ride  in 
the  Air! 

And  above  all  the  company -placed . 
Whoever  takes  mofl  rings  off  fair, 
With  the  title  of  Hero’ll  be  graced. 

Then  let  every  one  quickly  repair, 

To  the  Temple  of  Comfort  and  Joy.; 
Merlin’s  always  both  open  and  fair, 
Other  treats  are  no  more  than  a  toy. 

For  here  you  can  mingle  togethere 
Diftinftions  are  all  at  an  end ; 
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Should  we  have  either  foul  or  fair 
weather, 

Go  there,  and  you’ll  meet  with  a 
Friend. 

You’ll  find  neither  Party,  nor  Pride, 
’Caufeinfults,  or  fcorn  from  the  Great; 
The  Cit,  with  his  Wife  by  his  fide, 
There’s,  as  great  as  the  Premier  of 
State. 

Joy  infufes  itfelf  all  around, 
Exhilarates  every  foul; 

No  place  on  the  earth  can  be  found, 
To  give  fo  much  life  to  the  bowl. 

It  enlivens  the  mind  when  dull  care 
O  vercrowds  the  conccrns,of  this  life; 
It’s  a  pleafing  refort  for  the  Fair, 

■ 

And  a  treat  to  the  Youth,  Man  and 
Wife.  it 


To  all  ARTISTS  of  GENIUS, 
Sec. 


The  daily  increafing  numbers 
that  honour  Mr.  MERLIN’S  un¬ 
paralleled  MUSEUM  with  their 
prefence  and  approbation,  calls  for 
his  warmed  gratitude  and  thanks. 
After  forty  years  fludy  and  employ¬ 
ment  to  pleafe  the  eye  and  inftrudl 
inquifitive  minds,  he  is  now  anxi¬ 
ous  to  employ  the  few  that  may 
remain  in  ^compleating  fome  va¬ 
luable  unfinifhed  Pieces,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  thofe  already  exhibited; 
but  that  Ire  mav  have  leifure  for 
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that  purpofe,  he  is  neceflitated  to 
decline  in  future  the  manufa&uring 
fome  of  his  Inventions  of  great 
utility  for  preferving  health,  meli¬ 
orating  complaints,  and  alleviating 
the  infirmities  of  age;  yetftill  anxi¬ 
ous  that  the  Public,  when  he  is  no 
more,  may  have  the  benefit  of  his 
paft  labours,  all  ingenious  Mecha¬ 
nics  are  invited  to  come  to  his 
MUSEUM  every  Morning,  (Sunday 
excepted),  and  take  the  drawings 
and  dimenfions  of  thefe  articles 
for  their  own  private  advantage,  on 
paying  the  ufual  terms  of  admif- 
fion,  viz. 

1.  Quartetto  Mufic  Cabinet. 

Morpheus  and  Gouty  Chair. 
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3*  The  Library  Table, 

4.  The  Tea  Table. 

5.  San&orius  Balance. 

6.  Large  double  Efcarpolette,  or 

Swing. 

7.  The  Fire  Screen. 

8.  Valetudinarian  Bedftead# 

9.  Hygeian  Air  Pump. 

10.  A  Curious  Mufic  Stand. 

11.  The  Hygeian  Chair. 

12  The  Prophetic  Bell. 

No.  11,  Princes-Street, 
Hanover-Scjuare. 

N.  B.  Any  ingenious  Cabinet¬ 
makers  or  Mechanics,  who  arc  de- 
lirous  of  making  and  copying  any 
of  Mr,  Merlin’s  curious  and  ufcful 
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pieces  of  mechanifm,  Mr.  Merlin 
will  recommend  to  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry  by  favouring  him  with 
their  addrefs. 


Printed  by  Keating,  Brown  and  Keating, 
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